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EHS-22 — AEROSOL CAN DISPOSAL

WHAT IS AN AEROSOL CONTAINER?

An aerosol container is a dispenser that holds a
substance under pressure and that can release
the substance, usually by means of a propellant
gas, in a number of forms such as wet sprays,
fine sprays, powder sprays, foams, or pastes.
Common propellants include propane, butane,
and isobutene.

Aerosol cans must not be disposed of in the
regular trash.

WHY IS SPECIAL HANDLING
REQUIRED?

Some aerosol products (e.g., paints, solvents,
pesticides) are hazardous due to:
The presence of hazardous ingredients.
The presence of highly flammable propellants
such as propane and butane.
The container’s pressure. If punctured, the
contents may be released so forcefully that
injuries can result. Also, pressurized
containers delivered to a landfill present
safety concerns during compacting.
Aerosol cans are hazardous waste and the
collection areas are considered to be
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